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APRIL LODGE

GUINEA PIG RESCUE

Dedicated to rescuing the abused, unwanted and abandoned

Registered charity no: 1121002

Thornton Lane, Eastry, Sandwich, Kent CT13 0EU  Tel 01304 617075

aprillodgeguinea@aol.com - www.aprillodge.co.uk - https://www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea/
@guineacharity
ADOPTION APPLICATION 

(Applicants must be 18 years old or over)
Please complete this and return to aprillodgeguinea@aol.com 
Name: 
Address:
Phone: 





Email:
General Questions:

Have you experience of keeping guinea pigs?
Would you like a free hands on session to learn more? We insist on this for most owners
Who would be the main carer for the guinea pigs?

Do you own or rent your home? 

What other pets do you have?
Are there children in the household and how old are they?

What are the internal measurements of your cage on one level? (please note we now only allow piggies adopted to go to large indoor cages such as those made by C&C). Please provide photos.

Where will the cage be kept? Please provide as much information (and photos) as possible.
What is the size and style of their outdoor run? (include photos)
WHAT EQUIPMENT DO YOU HAVE?
Please confirm which items you have. Our home visitors will expect to see larger items in place ahead of any adoption so we cannot arrange the home visit if you have yet to buy them.
	ITEM
	YES/NO

	An indoor cage measuring not less than 8 sq feet on one level. We advise larger for boars as they need much more space to play. Please ask if you’re unsure as your application will be refused if we think the accommodation is too small.
	

	A separate, lidded, secure outdoor run for exercise time (NOT ark style - square or oblong wooden style runs are best)
	

	Sturdy pet carrier for transporting the guinea pig/s safely and securely

	

	A floored house/shelter for use in an outdoor run where they can hide if necessary and keep dry (we use pet carriers with the doors off)

	

	A floorless house/arch/tunnel to use in a hutch or cage (for hiding)

	

	Water bottles and a bottle brush

	

	Feeding dishes


	

	Chemical-free dry feed (check ingredients list)


	

	HAY. 80% of their diet should be hay.  

We do not advise pet store or supermarket hay which is generally poor quality and expensive. We recommend farm fresh hay which is superior in nutrients and value for money (sold in our shop)
	

	A brush and/or comb depending on their hair type
	


Office Use Only:

HOME VISITOR…………………………………DATE OF H/V…….…………..Approved:

 YES/NO
ADOPTION POLICY

Incorporating The RSPCA 2007 Animal Welfare Act
To meet our constitution with the Charities Commission, you need to comply with our Adoption Policy below + *  

1. I will provide a regularly cleaned cage of the required size as advised.  

2. I will use newspaper and hay as bedding – not sawdust or wood shavings, both of which can cause respiratory, heart, skin and genital problems

3. I will house them indoors only all year round. 

4. I will not use the guinea pigs for breeding purposes or house them with any other species

5. I will return to April Lodge’s Welfare Clinic 4 times per year for free worming and healthcare.

6. And I will return the guinea pigs to the charity if I am no longer able to maintain their care

I agree to comply with this Policy:
Signed………………………………………………………….…………………Date…………………………

+ This application needs to be completed fully before we can proceed, particularly regarding cage size and proposed location. Incomplete applications can’t be considered until we have all the details. We also can’t consider applications if the accommodation is too small
* A pre-adoption Home Visit will be made before you collect the guinea pigs to ensure everything is in order. We can supply all feed and equipment, the proceeds of which go back into the charity. 

Adopters are asked to attend a free “Hands-On” Session (by appointment on weekends)

Adoption Fees:  £20 per guinea pig. £30 for a neutered boar (this is a donation towards the cost of surgery)
