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“JEEPERS SQUEAKERS!”

June 2016 Newsletter
By Val Savage Rha/Founder/Clinician
Hi and welcome to our quarterly newsletter bringing you stories, updates, events and news.

Starting on a good note, we are pleased to tell you that more and more people are coming to April Lodge to adopt guinea pigs rather than buy from a pet shop which is great news as buying from a pet shop just promotes further breeding.  On top of that it is very gratifying for us and our adopters to help an unloved guinea pig.  We offer our adopters complete support and advice, a free hands-on session, free guinea pig healthcare for the rest of their lives including nail clipping, worming and skin samples for analysis and we can supply new and used guinea pig equipment as well as tried and tested feed, bedding, treats and accessories the proceeds of which all go directly back into the charity.

READER’S STORY
By Tabitha White, Folkestone.
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Having purchased two very young guinea pigs for our daughters as presents from Pets at Home we did our best through the winter months to care for them. Sadly Batgirl, our youngest daughter’s piggy passed away within 3months suddenly.

Having heard that in Switzerland it is illegal to keep a guinea pig alone as they get so lonely we thought we best find a new friend for our remaining young piggy Sparkles. We had also heard many horror stories about Pets at Home so we thought it best to seek out a local rescue and were pointed in the direction of Val at April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue. 

She informed us of a young female that was the last of a litter called Bonnie who should be a perfect match. We immediately thought - it's meant to be - as our youngest daughters name is Bonnie!

I hurried over to meet her and promptly arranged with Val for a home check. Sue and Malcolm kindly volunteered to visit us then we waited with anticipation to find out if we have been approved to adopt Bonnie. We got the green light and took Sparkles to meet Bonnie as soon as we could. When Bonnie met Bonnie it was love at first sight.



With advice on introductions from Val, Sparkles and Bonnie seemed a perfect match. We left armed with fact sheets on feeding, determined we would do everything to care for our guinea pigs the best we could. Two months on we have now renamed Bonnie (guinea pig not our daughter!) Glitter. Glitter has gone from a very shy and timid little one who had to be swaddled to be held to a lovely natured girl who will happily sit on our daughter’s lap for hours now.

We can't thank April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue for their assistance enough. We are so happy Sparkles now has a friend for life and Bonnie also has a guinea pig she will love forever. 
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NEW EXTENSION CAMPAIGN!
HOT off the press is our planning application now lodged with the Dover District Council for the demolition of an old concrete panel garage and to replace with an insulated timber extension to the existing shelter.  We hope to include a bigger hay store, laundry/kitchenette, an office and newly-fitted hutches for some of our many residents.  The quote for the build and the installation of a septic tank is £25,000 so much of this year’s fund raising will go directly into the new extension fund

There are many ways you can help our campaign with donations, purchasing guinea pig products from our shop, using our first class boarding facility for your guinea pigs or attending any of our fund raising functions. We also have a “donate button” on our website with links on facebook and twitter.
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UPCOMING FUNDRAISING EVENTS
Sunday 17th July –  SPONSORED WALK 2.4 miles from Deal Castle to The Zetland Arms in Walmer, a pub on the beach.  Sponsorship forms can be sent to your email address or collected from the shelter.  There will be a tombola and products stall at the start and finish of this delightful, safe path alongside the beach. Dogs and children are welcome.  Should you wish to book a meal at The Zetland Arms on arrival, please call 01304 370114
Sunday 7th August – OPEN DAY & FUN SHOW  You are invited to bring your guinea pigs in a suitable carrier with food, bedding and water or bring a run for the grass.  Limited grass runs will be available.

There will be stalls, munchies, kiddies’ corner, BBQ, FREE nail clipping and welfare checking in our guinea pig clinic, a £100 CASH RAFFLE, guinea pig shop, guinea pig cuddle corner and guinea pig agility arena!
From 10 am - Entrance
11am - Auction of equipment.  
12 noon – Fun Show starts
Sorry, but guinea Pigs under three months old will not be eligible to enter the fun show or agility competition

The Fun Show includes The Fastest Carrot Eater, Best Pensioner, Best Bad Hair Day, Best Ex-Rescue from April Lodge, Best Pure Breed and 4 other classes.  Rosettes from first to fourth, Best In Show Challenge Cup & Reserve Champion Shield.  
Also this year - brave lady Dawn Tash will be looking for sponsorship to have her long hair completely shaved off in the name of the rescue and will also be sending her locks to cancer research for hair pieces.
A programme is included with this newsletter.  Please email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com if you have any queries.

A standing order form is on the back of the programme should you wish to make a regular donation from £5 per month which is equal to 56p per week or a single donation can be made through our donate button on www.aprillodge.co.uk All proceeds from this year’s Open Day and Fun Show will go towards the new extension.
Parking will be available in Mill Lane, Mill Green and Heronden Rd
Saturday 29th October – HALLOWEEN RACE NIGHT at Manston Village Hall 7.30pm.  Bring your own food and drink. Prize for Best Spook, Tote, big cash prizes on the roll of a dice this time with guinea pigs (wooden) on the track.  £50 Cash Raffle. Tombola. Tickets £5 each available from the shelter or can be posted following payment by cheque to April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue. 
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SOMETHING COMPLETELY NEW


Introducing MatchPig -  a sister service to the charity, set up because of the increasing number of enquiries from people asking for help in pairing their lone guinea pigs with a new companion. Suitable, single charity guinea pigs are introduced to bereaved guinea pigs with a view to matching them gently so they both find a new forever friend. Generally, guinea pigs can’t simply be put in a cage together and left to it as fighting would undoubtedly break out. Introductions take time and need space not to mention dedicated one to one attention. The charity isn’t set up to be able to do this, which is where MatchPig comes in. 
Introductions are overseen by Val personally and since launch we have had a lot of interest (including from as far away as Scotland and Wiltshire!). We have recently introduced Chip to Hob Nob, Bilbo to Popcorn and Doris to Mouse. Not to mention the re-introduction of Bailey and Teddy who were two boars who had once been ok but had started fighting. 
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MEDICAL EMERGENCY SECTION
Having survived the threat of our guinea pigs bloating up on spring grass we are now faced with the possibility of flystrike.  With flies breeding prolifically in our current warm conditions, green and blue bottle flies are the most detrimental to guinea pigs.  Easy pickings are older guinea pigs, longer haired guinea pigs, those that are not kept clean around their bottoms or ALL THREE!  The flies lay eggs usually just inside the rectum or in any open wound.  The fly’s eggs hatch into maggots and feed off the flesh causing intense pain and often a trauma-related heart attack followed by death. For any hope of recovery, this condition needs to be caught in its early stages. 
More info is at www.aprillodge.co.uk emergency medical guide.
How to prevent flystrike
1. Keep your guinea pig clean around the rear end and spray this area with “Rear Guard” or “Flystrike” to deter green and blue bottles

2. Keep long haired guinea pigs clipped and clean around the rear end

3. Keep the guinea pigs indoors in cool conditions if unwell or have soft poops and/or are at risk from flystrike

4. Keep the guinea pig’s enclosure clean. 

5. Regularly check your guinea pig’s rectum and any open wounds for maggots.  If ANY maggots are present make an immediate emergency appointment to see a vet  - NOW!
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Our next newsletter is due in September.  Please email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com if you have “anything to say”, would like any issues addressed or would like an article placed in our “Readers Stories” column.
If you no longer wish to receive our newsletter please text the word “Stop” to 07790 684 888
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Chip loves Hob Nob








