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APRIL LODGE GUINEA PIG RESCUE
Reg. Charity No.1121002. Thornton Lane, Eastry, CT130EU
Tel 01304 617075.  Facebook/Twitter

www.aprillodge.co.uk email:aprillodgeguinea@aol.com 
”JEEPERS SQUEAKERS!” 

March 2016 Newsletter by Val Savage Rha/Founder

Hi All

Welcome again to our quarterly newsletter bringing you stories, updates and news of future events.

Firstly thank you to all our facebook and twitter followers.  We have had many responses saying how you enjoyed following the diary of some of our recent admissions along with pics and none moreso than the infamous “Freddy” a new-born baby attacked by a cat and left for dead, then there was the introduction and uproar between “Carla and Butter” until Carla was given a hormone injection and now all is quiet….at the moment.  Then the starving red-headed trio weighing 700g and kept in freezing conditions at 5 years old, admitted along with their feed bowl which contained a few pellets covering a layer of dirt and an algae-infested water bottle.  Our most recent admission was the silver & white Rex 1yr old boar “HunkyDory” who came in weighing just over 600grams having been won in a raffle and having spent some weeks living in a cardboard box along with being a passive smoker by the smell that emanated from this little boy.  Not quite “HunkyDory” just yet…  
Needless to say we still have a long list of guinea pigs waiting for a space here, 20 in fact at the moment but until we complete more adoptions their fate hangs in the balance.  We give all our adopters full support, advice, the email helpline and free regular routine healthcare for the rest of the guinea pigs life.  We need you, our rescue needs you but more than that, the waiting list needs you because we can’t admit these guinea pigs in need without your help.  Please email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com for our Adoption policy which we hope will lead you to finding a bonded pair of unloved piggy’s whose lives once held no joy or hope.  To give a happy home to a once poorly lonely piggy, good food, a cosy bed, the lap they love so much, a hand to stroke them and a sweet voice that speaks their name is our goal.
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NEW EXTENSION!!!
Over the past four years we have be using an old concrete block garage which is adjacent to the shelter.  It is mainly used for new admissions, guinea pigs on medication and post-surgery guinea pigs.  Although it is heated it is now in a bad state of repair and needs replacing.  If this dream becomes reality we would like to add an office, laundry room, storage space and a cesspit (for the plumbing) which will give the charity independence.  Our outline plans are soon to be submitted to Dover District Council and with their consent and if we can raise enough capital, our registered charity April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue established in January 2004 should be here well into the future helping those guinea pigs in need.  The estimate for the new extension is £25,000 to bring it into line with the existing shelter so fund raising is key this year (
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DATES FOR YOUR CALENDER
IN AID OF THE PROPOSED NEW EXTENSION
*****************************************
SUNDAY 17TH APRIL Our Aimee and husband Tom Lovejoy are both taking part in the Brighton 10km Run and all the proceeds will go towards the new extension.  So please sponsor Aimee & Tom if you can by logging onto www.aprillodge.co.uk and help us to help those piggies in need.
SATURDAY 23RD APRIL We are holding a charity quiz night at Eastry Village Hall from 7.30pm.  Tickets are £5 each.  Tables up to 8. Prizes for the best themed table and the quiz winners.  Bring your own picnic.  Tombola, Raffle and Products Stall.
SUNDAY 26TH JUNE Cuddle Corner and Pet Tombola at Staple Country Fayre details on line under “Staple Country Fayre” from 11am
SUNDAY 17TH JULY Sponsored Walk & Talk from Deal Castle at 11am to The Zetland Arms.  Children & Dogs welcome.  Sponsorship forms are available soon from the shelter.  The date is currently UNCONFIRMED
SUNDAY 7TH AUGUST Annual Open Day & Fun Show from 10am.  Programme available in the June newsletter.  One kind lady is looking for sponsors for her beautiful long locks to be cut off “ live” on the day at April Lodge! So it’s all going on with an auction, BBQ, cake stall, games, cuddle corner, stalls & fun in the sun!
SATURDAY 29TH October Halloween Race Night at Manston Village Hall from 7pm  Racing (wooden) guinea pigs on the track on the roll of a dice, racing guinea pigs for auction (so bigger cash prizes for winners).  Good 1/6 odds, tote, raffle etc. Bring your own picnic.  Great fun & big cash prizes!  Tickets £5 available from the shelter.
BOARDING
We are now taking bookings for summer boarding where part of the package is free welfare checks including nail clipping, skin slides and optional worming.  Also available are Spa Treatments and/or bathing.  All proceeds will go directly towards the new extension.

SHOP
We supply a large range of guinea pig equipment, feed and best quality hay in our on-site shop, the proceeds of which will all go directly into our fund raising campaign
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SPRING
GAS BLOAT - Another few weeks and we should be there but beware of your guinea pigs pigging out on too much spring grass.  Yes it does have every nutrient they need but they sometimes they just don’t know when to stop, especially if they have not been acclimatised to it.  Perhaps start them off with short periods of grazing on “not so lush” grass or for shorter periods of time.  Gas Bloat is often seen between April and May which can be fatal if left untreated.  Guinea pigs cannot be sick or belch so get into big trouble when gas bubbles accumulate in their gut.  Please refer to our Emergency Medical Guide (under Care) on www.aprillodge.co.uk  The best medication for gas bloat is Infacol (in our opinion) available off the chemist’s shelf and should be kept on your shelf for emergencies.
FLY STRIKE - And watch out for those nasty green and bluebottle flies, especially around older guinea pigs and/or those with long hair or dirty bottoms.  These flies lay eggs namely in the rectum but also in any open wounds.  The eggs hatch into maggots which proceed to eat the guinea pigs flesh, like they would any meat.  An excruciatingly painful condition that will need IMMEDIATE emergency vet attention.  Refer to www.aprillodge.co.uk Emergency Medical Guide

HEAT EXHAUSTION - The next newsletter is in June, so just in case we get a sudden heatwave please remember guinea pigs need shade at all times.  They cannot sweat.  Temperatures over 82 degrees fahrenheit can have devastating effects if they are trapped in a hutch or run with no shade.  If they are not able to find cooler surroundings or be brought indoors into a cool room, they will probably die from heat exhaustion.  Be aware the sun moves round during the day so what might seem ok in the morning could prove fatal by the afternoon.  Prevention is the best way forward.  Further details are on www.aprillodge.co.uk under care, then EMERGENCY medical guide.
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CLINIC

Our clinic hours include Saturday and Sunday and is open in the mornings to all guinea pigs.
For an appointment please call 01304 617075 or email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com 
HAPPY EASTER FROM THE TEAM AND PIGGIES AT APRIL LODGE GPR!
If you do not wish to receive our newsletters anymore please text the word “STOP” to 07790 684 888
