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“Jeepers Squeakers!”
Newsletter edition No. 16 – Sept 2015 

Val Savage (Charity Founder & Health Advisor)

Hello and welcome to your quarterly newsletter…

TOP NEWS! 
Because of recent events we are very excited at the prospect of replacing our old lodge….a secondary outbuilding constructed around 40 years ago of concrete panels with a part-asbestos roof.  It was initially used by the charity to temporarily house guinea pigs while we were waiting to rebuild the new shelter following relocation back in 2011 but due to the increasing numbers of unwanted guinea pigs, the so-called temporary building has been in use ever since!  It is now deemed unsuitable for use and will soon have to be replaced or condemned!
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FUNDRAISING UPDATE

Fund Raising for the new extension started with a sponsored walk from Deal Castle on 19th July.  Thank you to the organiser and volunteer Audra Lamoon who raised a staggering £1,497 in sponsorship, donations and a tombola on the day!  

Audra then went on to donate a helicopter tour ticket valued at £135 to the charity which was raffled off at the Open Day. Tickets were sold for £1 each and the winning ticket was claimed by an overjoyed lady known as Karen (see pic on Twitter) who was present at the Open Day.  
The Helicopter Tour Ticket raffle raised £403 so alongside the sponsored walk and a fantastic Open Day which raised a record £2,489.01 the total figure is £4,389.01 which has really kick-started us into the lodge extension campaign trail!   
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HOW YOU CAN HELP WITHOUT DOING ANYTHING! 

You can help raise free donations for April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue when you shop online, without it costing a single penny extra. Yes, seriously!

How it works is really simple. If you're buying something, just remember to visit the retailer (such as Amazon, John Lewis, M&S) via easyfundraising.org.uk. Once you've ordered, the retailer makes a donation to your chosen good cause. It's a lovely way to give something back for free! 

Easyfundraising have already raised over £9million for good causes and April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue has already benefited from these free donations but we could do with more…..please.

Just follow the invitation link to get started, click on “Support a good cause” and enter our name. It really is that easy. 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/invite/153DMB/ 

Thank you in anticipation……
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OPEN DAY REPORT

The Open Day was again blessed with good weather but above all else we are truly flattered that the charity was supported by no less than 193 visitors and around 45 visiting guinea pigs!  Many, many thanks to everyone involved from our traffic marshals to all the entrants in the guinea pig Fun Show.  Without you, it wouldn’t happen.  The Open Day pics are on our website, twitter & facebook

So we now have a very good starting point to raise further funds to replace the old building and rebuild it as an extension on the existing shelter.  We have the drawings in place, the next step being to obtain two quotes from builders, seek further funding and finally to apply to Dover District Council for planning permission and consent.  However, we have quite a way to go yet as the architect’s building estimates and water connections are around £23,000!

Replacing the old building will not only mean being able to care for unwanted guinea pigs in a more suitable building but it will also incorporate an office, water connections, laundry and a toilet so the charity can continue working independently and more efficiently well into the future. 
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WHERE YOUR DONATIONS HAVE GONE

In the meantime, apart from the usual charity expenses i.e. veg, hay and dry feed this is where some of your money went over the last three months...

· The purchase of a small used van - £950.00
· Van branding including logo and contact details - £174.00

· Van insurance for three volunteers to drive, ensuring we can get to the vet, collect stock, operate the shelter and cater for bigger rescues at the same time - £357.00
· Public liability and Buildings Insurance £372.74
· Our Retirement Home in Herne Bay for elderly guinea pigs with a good quality of life - £135.00
· Veolia Waste bin x 2 collections (weekly) - £550.00
· Portaloo emptied (once every 3 months) - £30.00
· Vet Bills - £548.17 
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HEALTHCARE ADVICE
We always think of September as the crossover point into autumn.  We could still have plenty of warm weather so please be aware of heat exhaustion which could still be an issue for some guinea pigs.  
They cannot sweat and can suffer badly to the point of death when temperatures rise above 82 degrees farenheit/26 degrees centigrade.  Remember the inside of a poorly insulated shed or an outdoor hutch is always hotter than the outside temperature which is why moulded plastic hutches should be condemned!  Remember also that the sun moves round.  In hot weather keep your piggies comfortable by keeping them cool i.e:

· being in a shaded area
· laying cold damp towels over their accommodation or run
· ventilate their accommodation using fans, air-con units
· use frozen ice pods or wrap cold drinks cans or water-filled frozen plastic bottles in a towel 

If the weather is hot and the guinea pig is lying down panting, bring his temperature down SLOWLY by wrapping in a cool damp towel and he should recover…slowly, if it’s not too late.
More details are on our emergency medical guide on www.aprillodge.co.uk. Not getting into this situation in the first place is an even better idea. 

Chances are the nights will be much cooler than of late so you may wish to start planning on alternative housing for the colder weather to come.  This could mean bringing them into your home, a shed or outbuilding as long as there is daylight and ventilation but no drafts.  We would choose to bring them indoors for several reasons, the main one being that if there is a problem you will pick up on it sooner rather than later.  Other advantages are they are protected from frightening weather conditions like howling wind and rain, thunder and lightening, snow and ice and they are protected from the many hungry predators that will be visiting your hutch this winter if not before.  
And hooray - cuddles are “on tap”…very nice on a cold winter’s night (
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PROFILE ON DOLLY

On 1st July we were called by Barton Vet Hospital at Canterbury who informed us that someone walking their dog had found and brought in to the hospital 2 rabbits and 4 guinea pigs dumped in a sealed, metal box in Westgate Gardens.  The rabbits were found homes and we admitted the badly traumatised guinea pigs, one of which appeared to be pregnant despite appearing to be only a few weeks old herself.  
“Dolly” (black and tan) went off to stay with one of our experienced fostercarer’s to ensure one-to-one care and the safe delivery of her three little pups (a strange name for baby guinea pigs isn’t it?). Oddly one big baby (named Sundae as chosen by one of our twitter followers) appeared on 23rd August but it was Dotty’s baby and not Dolly’s! (Why we assumed only one sow was pregnant I have no idea). Dolly went on to deliver three pups at 4.30am on 28th August.  They are all now back together and feed each others’ babies which is perfect as guinea pigs can only feed two babies at a time.  Having received the very best care and diet since their arrival, all six of them are doing well!  Guess which one is Sundae pictured at five days old?
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As they are all sows, their futures lie with a neutered boar each as our resident boys are currently queuing up patiently waiting for their lady companions!
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TALES FROM THE SHELTER
We recently received a phone call from the relative of a lady trying to run a rescue for unwanted animals in Folkestone.  She is sadly unwell to the point of not being able to continue.  Amongst other animals, she has 47 guinea pigs.  We will be collecting around half of them, initially any sick ones, on Sunday 6th September and the rest as soon as we have spaces. 

Please remember we not only offer healthy guinea pigs for adoption but we are also urgently in need of experienced people to foster some of our healthy older guinea pigs.  Further details on fostercare and adoption are on www.aprillodge.co.uk
Maybe you are able to offer a kind, caring home to a pair of our existing beautiful creatures who came here unwanted and are now in optimum condition and ready to move on.  We do have quite a stringent rehoming policy in order to maintain their current level of care including free life-long healthcare in our on-site clinic following adoption or fostering.



CHRISTMAS BOARDING 

Bookings are now being taken for the festive period where you can be sure that food, fun and spa treatments are top of the present list at the Piggy Hotel!

The spa treatments include a slow relaxing massage in essential oils consisting of lemongrass lavender, patchouli and an almond carrier oil followed by a warm bath and gentle blow dry all for £10.00   We recommend you do not try this at home.
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BEST WISHES FROM THE TEAM AT APRIL LODGE GUINEA PIG RESCUE 
AND THANK YOU AGAIN FOR YOUR SUPPORT
Follow us on social media



www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea


www.twitter.com/guineacharity
If you no longer wish to receive our newsletters please email the word “STOP” to aprillodgeguinea@aol.com
April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue


Thornton Lane, Eastry, CT13 0EU





Tel: 01304 617075   


Email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com


Website www.aprillodge.co.uk
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Daily opening hours: 10am-Midday 











