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Jeepers Squeakers!

Newsletter edition No. 15 – June 2015 

Val Savage (Charity Founder & Health Advisor)

Hi everyone,
We hope you are all enjoying the sudden change in weather and that the piggies have been munching on tasty, new spring grass without any adverse effects!

THE LONDON MARATHON
We are very proud of our Virgin London Marathon runner Aimee Lovejoy who completed the 26.2 mile course in 5 hours and 23 minutes!  You will see from her reports on www.aprillodge.co.uk that she found the final ten miles difficult – to say the least! – but was given much encouragement by another runner who was running for Guide Dogs for the Blind. Aimee was running for the same charity, as well as April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue.  The other lady was armed with Ibuprofen, hugs and encouragement and they ran together to the finishing line!  Aimee’s sponsorship money (plus Gift Aid) for April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue came to an amazing £1,202.51  This is a huge boost for the charity and gives us a good starting point from which to look at replacing the old lodge.  Thank you also to all the sponsors, you made us very proud too! 
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REMAINING FUNDRAISING EVENTS FOR THE YEAR!
LAST FEW TICKETS LEFT!
SATURDAY 30TH MAY – AMERICAN SUPPER RACENIGHT (bring your own food & drink) at Manston Village Hall. Guinea Pigs (no, not real ones) are on the track this time racing on the roll of a dice!  The first race is at 7.30pm, big cash prizes to be won!   Children welcome. Further details and tickets available from the shelter at £5 each. 
Tel 01304617075 or email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com
SUNDAY 28TH JUNE – CUDDLE CORNER & STALL AT STAPLE COUNTRY FAYRE 11am-5pm.  BIG Fayre with Classic Cars, Dog Displays, Art and Crafts, Munchies and Ice Cream! 

SUNDAY 19TH JULY SPONSORED DOG WALK 11am a glorious 2-mile walk from Deal Castle to the child/dog friendly pub on the beach…The Zetland Arms.  You can register now for a sponsorship form on aprillodgeguinea@aol.com or call 01304 617075
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                                           *******
SUNDAY 2ND AUGUST

10TH ANNUAL OPEN DAY & FUN SHOW
10am-3pm at Thornton Lane, Eastry, Kent CT13 0EU. Free parking, stalls, guinea pig tombola, guinea pig agility arena with rosettes for the best times, fun show with rosettes and trophies, entries from midday start at 1pm and includes the infamous competition to seek out the “fastest carrot eater”! Cuddle Corner, Piggy Posers (photographic corner), ‘Feed the rescue Piggies’ at 11am and lots more. 
ALL WELCOME!
Owners, you are invited to bring your guinea pigs along for a fun day out in a carry box with food, bedding and water or you can bring a run.  Supervised holding bays and limited runs will be available. This year we are also having a Piggy Salad Bar!

You will also have the chance to win a CANTERBURY HELICOPTER TOUR taking in the sights including Canterbury Cathedral, the City Walls and St. Augustine’s ruins. The flight lasts approximately 20 minutes. Tickets are £1 each, the ticket value is £135 and the draw will take place around 2pm at the Open Day!
AN OPEN DAY PROGRAMME AND POSTER WILL FOLLOW SOON!
CAN YOU HELP? We are still in need of more raffle and tombola prizes and two more traffic marshals (radio equipment will be provided) for the Open Day.
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TALES FROM THE SHELTER
Admissions and adoptions 
Since 2004, a total of 1,642 unwanted guinea pigs have been admitted to April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue. Most went on to be adopted into kind, caring homes. We are pleased to offer free, life-long aftercare for adopted guinea pigs - and support for their owners if needed.
Foster care
The foster care scheme is designed for older guinea pigs or for those with special needs. Shop items are discounted by 10% and boarding by 50%.  The charity also funds all veterinary care (with our vet). This scheme also helps to free up spaces for further unwanted guinea pigs.
Retirement Home 
This is for elderly residents to live out their days in comfort at our care home in Herne Bay  
Website – In depth look at the charity, guinea pigs, fund raising, care and advice
Guinea Pig and Hutch Sponsorship 

Sponsoring a foster guinea pig or a retired guinea pig inevitably means help with the cost of medication and/or veterinary care.  Sponsoring a hutch helps with funding accommodation and is a sweet way to remember your guinea pig with a personalised memorial plaque mounted on one of the hutches in the shelter.  
Shop
Our on-site shop stocks an array of guinea pig equipment as well as top quality hay, toys, treats, dry feed, hutches and runs.  Details of our mail-order service for our gorgeous ceramics can be found at www.aprillodge.co.uk. All proceeds support April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue!
Clinic
Our on-site clinic provides nail clipping and worming as well as checks on weight, teeth, eyes, ears, heart and respiration. We also undertake microscope slides to check for skin problems, etc,  
Matchpig.com
We operate an introduction service “matchpig.com”! Of course it isn’t a real website (yet) but it has been very successful and we’ve created many happy pairs of piggies. Maybe you’d like to find your single guinea pig a companion, or you have a pair and are not sure how to introduce them; let us know – we may be able to help.
Hands-on sessions
And finally, we offer free “hands on” sessions for those wishing to learn a little more about this very special species from the grasslands of South America: the cavia porcellus!
Opening Hours 

We are open daily, including Sundays, from 10am until Midday. For further details please see www.aprillodge.co.uk
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“We’re All Going On A Summer Holiday!”
The boarding season is almost upon us so make sure your piggies get first class care while you are away.  You could even arrange one of our very popular Spa Treatments as a special treat which includes a massage in essential oils including lavender, lemongrass, patchouli and an almond carrier oil, followed by a relaxing bath and warm blow dry – price £15!  To book a spa session call Val on 01304 617075 or email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com
For further details please go to www.aprillodge.co.uk  

Follow us on social media



www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea


www.twitter.com/guineacharity
BEST WISHES FROM THE TEAM AT APRIL LODGE GUINEA PIG RESCUE!
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Please text the word “STOP” to 07790684888 if you no longer wish to receive our newsletters

April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue


Thornton Lane, Eastry, CT13 0EU





Tel: 01304 617075   


Email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com


Website www.aprillodge.co.uk


� HYPERLINK "http://www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea" ��www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea�





Daily opening hours: 10am-Midday 











