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JEEPERS SQUEAKERS!

Newsletter edition No. 8 - September 2014 

Val Savage (Charity Founder & Health Advisor)

Hi all,

We are so very proud of our 30 volunteers AND the 220 supporters who attended our annual Open Day on Sunday 3rd August. Following this joint effort, the funds raised a staggering (and record-breaking) £2,071.09!   

This year, for the first time the Open Day was held on our new site, a very pleasant location adjacent to the Shelter and, as promised, the sun shone throughout the day, putting a smile on everyone’s faces (
Thanks also for your post Open Day messages – it seems that you all enjoyed the day as much as we did!  
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NEWS FROM THE LODGE
We are often asked about the cost of our veterinary bills, all the feed we get through, etc. So, here are the figures: 
Last year’s vet bill was a comparatively small (!) £2,000 because the qualified B.A.R Health Advisors on site are able to administer some drugs and carry out some simple procedures which helps to keep the costs down. However, our feed bill for 2013 which included vegetables, hay and dry feed was in excess of £5,000. 

I am sure you can appreciate why we are over the moon at the amount raised at this year’s Open Day, and why your donations and other support means so much to us.

We have also had a very busy boarding period which has helped enormously towards meeting the rescue guinea pigs’ every need.  We were also able to take on boarders who were already on medication or needed bathing or special attention in our on-site clinic.

A date for your diary: the last event of the year is an American Supper Race Night on Saturday 29th November at Manston Village Hall. The first race will be at 7.30pm. 
Tickets are £5 each and available by from the shelter or can be held on the door. 
Hope to see you there!
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CHRISTMAS GUINEA PIG GIFTS – With everyone else plugging away at Christmas, we thought we would join in too!  Already we have started selling our very sweet Guinea Pig Nativity books, featuring rescue guinea pigs as well as beautiful ceramic guinea piggy banks, guinea pig tableware, charity mugs and keyrings.  Our current best seller is a pink childs guinea pig grooming set which has just been reduced from £3.75 to £1.50!  And we have a huge array of guinea pig treats to make your little friends Christmas as special as yours!
READERS’ STORIES


We have two reader’s stories this month. The first is a joint effort between a new adopter and myself about two ex-rescues: Copper and Ocean. 

COPPER’S STORY
Julie Scott (& Val)

Copper and his companion arrived at the shelter earlier this year, as the previous owners’ children had lost interest. I presumed the parents would take over the care of the animals while they were on the waiting list but Copper and Ocean arrived starving and dehydrated, even fighting over the water bottle until we gave them one each. The smallest one, Copper weighed 492g and Ocean was 750g. They were just one year old.

Following a carefully-monitored diet of top quality hay, a daily dish of a variety of veg, chemical-free dry feed and being put on a worming programme, both boys finally reached their target weights. One July morning, a lady came to visit regarding adoption. Julie instantly fell in love with these two boys and was buzzing with excitement at the prospect of taking them back to their new forever home. The home visit was organised and Julie passed with flying colours. Not long after that, she decided to bring Copper along to the Open Day along with her young grandchildren who entered him for one of the classes in the fun show.  They were all cock-a-hoop when Copper walked away with first prize in the “Most Handsome Male”! But the best was yet to

come as the winner of every class went forward to the last class “Best in Show”….
Over to Julie: “My grandchildren were still grinning from ear to ear having won the “Most Handsome Male” class but lo and behold, the judges decided that Copper should be placed second in the “Best in Show” class.  He walked away with the Reserve Champion Shield behind stunning ex-rescue 8 year old Dougal! A real fairy tale if ever there was one, so well done to the team of animal carers at April Lodge who cared so lovingly for Copper and his companion Ocean when they arrived on that cold February morning and to agreeing that they could become part of our family for the rest of their lives.
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Our second reader’s story highlights the problems of blowfly strike which is more often seen in the rectum of older guinea pigs with long tail hair, and/or with soft poops. In Ruth’s experience, nothing could be further from the truth….

SID’S STORY
Ruth Wilkes 
In the last June newsletter, April Lodge highlighted the problem of Flystrike, where green or bluebottle eggs hatch out into maggots who proceed to eat the flesh of the host. This July, I was unlucky enough to encounter this first hand. 
Having returned from my honeymoon, I carried out a routine check of my piggies but when I reached my two year old Teddy boar, Sid, I was not prepared for what I found. On his rear end, I found a hole about the size of a 5p piece full of maggots! My own knowledge and research of possible piggy ailments meant I had a fair idea of what I was dealing with and that the prognosis was not good. I immediately called the vet and rushed him to the surgery where I was given the option of having him put to sleep or they would try to flush out all the maggots and eggs. The problem with making this decision is that it is almost impossible to tell how far the maggots have burrowed and how much damage has been done internally. My decision made, Sid was given a general anaesthetic and the vets worked on cleaning up his wound, then a second smaller wound was found in his genital area, so this was also flushed out.  He was given fluids, pain relief and antibiotics plus a 
medication for me to use at home. Sid was kept at the vet for 48 hours for monitoring after which he came home to recover. A few weeks down the line Sid is looking more like his old self – apart from his shaved bum!

Sid has proven that there can always be an exception to the norm: he was neither elderly, long haired or unwell, so make sure you inspect your piggies’ nooks and crannies regularly for any signs of this terrible condition and use deterrent products like Flystrike or Rear Guard. I now also use a magnetic fly screen on the shed door and window as well as that ghastly fly-tape (better safe than sorry!); in fact, anything to keep those nasty flies away from my guinea pigs!
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WINTER CARE

With the change of seasons coming up, you may like to consider keeping your guinea pigs indoors, or in a suitable outbuilding or shed. If they are to live in an outdoor hutch, it needs to be of robust construction and in a sheltered area, secure from predators, especially foxes who will be starving in the winter and will take extreme measures to get to your guinea pigs.  


If the fox does not break in, he can often cause a trauma-related heart attack after repeated visits. You will need a waterproof cover which lets in daylight, daily hay up to the ceiling in the bedroom end and maybe a microwavable heatpad which last around nine hours (so it needs to be put in as late as possible to last through until the morning, ideally about 10pm). 

If the guinea pig is on his own with no companion to snuggle up with, he will feel the cold even more, and of course with your guinea pigs outside and you in your cosy house and not venturing into the garden as often, you will not pick up on any problems as quickly. It can often be a case of ‘out of sight, out of mind’.

Last but not least, if you are thinking of buying a thermal cover for the water bottle to stop the water freezing, please consider this: if the water is frozen, what makes you think that any wet bedding won’t be? ( Have we put you off yet? Consider keeping them indoors where you can interact with them, get to know them better and keep them safe.
We would particularly recommend that older or unwell guinea pigs are not kept outside during the cold months. 
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Thank you again for all that you do to support April Lodge. Hope to see you all soon!

The next edition of Jeepers Sqeakers! is due in December 2014.

If you do not wish to receive our newsletter anymore, please text your email address to 07790 684 888                                        
April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue. Registered Charity No.112002
Rescue Shelter with on-site shop, clinic, hospital, boarding, spa treatments, bathing & clipping

Retirement Home in Herne Bay and branch clinics in Sittingbourne and Gillingham

Visit us at www.aprillodge.co.uk or www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea
Email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com 
Stop press! VOLUNTARY ANIMAL CARERS ARE REQUIRED ON VARIOUS DAYS BETWEEN 9AM & MIDDAY
April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue
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