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JEEPERS SQUEAKERS!

Newsletter Edition No. 6 - March 2014 

Val Savage (Charity Founder & Health Advisor)

Hello to readers old and new,
Firstly, I apologise for the delay in issuing this edition which was due earlier this month. 

It has to be said: at last, some lovely weather! It seems to make all that rain we had earlier in the year seem like a distant memory, and to see the guinea pigs tumbling around in grass runs in the sunshine is a joy to behold, I’m sure you will agree!  

We usually mention some seasonal problems in our newsletters, so here are the summer’s top three which we hope you do not encounter!
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THE SEASONAL SAFEGUARD 
Bloat
Hopefully, your guinea pigs will be used to the grass by now, so bloating up should not be a problem. The symptoms of gas bloat begin with a guinea pig looking miserable, coat staring, not eating, often facing the corner of the run or hutch and tight and/or sensitive around the belly. He could be gassed up on unfamiliar grass, or over-eating lush grass…..so watch those babies: “it’s green, eat it!” 
Tip: If you feed veg in the morning rather than in evening, it will not be lying in their gut at night and should make digestion easier.  
Unfortunately, guinea pigs cannot belch or be sick, so please refer to our website www.aprillodge.co.uk/emergency-medical-guide/ which gives advice on what to do if you are faced with this problem. If left untreated, the condition usually quickly worsens and death often follows within hours.  
Tip: We would recommend keeping a small bottle of Infacol in the cupboard “just in case”, as the active ingredient Simethecone is very efficient at dispersing gas bubbles. The chemist does not need to know the Infacol is for your guinea pig.
Heat exhaustion 
This is also a fairly common condition, often quickly resulting in death. It is seen when the guinea pig is exposed and left in high temperatures of 75 degrees and above. Inside an outdoor hutch, the temperature will be at least 10 degrees higher. Guinea pigs cannot dissipate heat (sweat) and a plastic hutch will act like an oven in hot weather. In our opinion, plastic outdoor hutches should be banned!
Although this condition needs immediate treatment, it should be gradual. As always, prevention is better than cure. Ice pods have been especially designed to prevent this condition and, along with thermometers, are available in our shop.  
Tip: You could fill up plastic bottles with cold water( or freeze them before putting them in the hutch or run) or drape towels soaked in cold water over the hutch/ run. Provide constant shade, remembering that the sun moves round, or better still, keep the guinea pigs indoors, in the cool, on hot days. 
www.aprillodge.co.uk/emergency-medical-guide gives advice on heat exhaustion.
Fly strike
This condition is an awful possibility nearly always resulting in death, with euthanasia often being a kinder option. It is seen more often in rabbits but we have seen it in guinea pigs. Green or blue bottles like to lay eggs in open wounds or where guinea pigs or rabbits are concerned, usually inside the anus. The eggs quickly hatch out into many maggots who proceed to eat the flesh from the inside. It is an excruciating, often fatal, condition as the maggots can also let out a toxin which in turn usually cause a heart attack and death.  Again, prevention is better than cure.  
Tip: Clean their accommodation more regularly in hot weather and keep an eye on elderly guinea pigs, especially those with long tail hair, who are perhaps not as clean around the rear end as they used to be….diarrhoea attracts flies so keep the rear end clipped and clean.
Use a few dabs of citronella (grapefruit extract) or there are other products “Rear Guard” and “FlyStrike” (in our shop) all of which deter bluebottles. There is advice at www.aprillodge.co.uk/emergency-medical-guide/ but you had better be quick.
[image: image3.jpg]



SHELTER UPDATE 
We have been as busy as ever and last month alone admitted 21 unwanted guinea pigs, carried out 7 pre-adoption home visits as far away as Borough Green and 19 guinea pigs left the rescue as they were adopted by kind, loving families. Apart from the usual care and upkeep of the shelter which can house up to 73 guinea pigs including the guinea pigs in the indoor sick bay, we also operate a retirement home in Herne Bay where there are places for 12. Then there are the day to day visitors to our shop, clinic and adoption centre, phone calls and emails to answer, a waiting list to manage as well as trips to the vet, shopping for veg and the care and maintenance of the rescue guinea pigs.  
Volunteer vacancies: We currently have two vacancies (applicants need to be over 18yrs) for voluntary animal carers on Thursday and Friday. The hours are 9am until 12 and training will be given.
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YOU ARE INVITED TO OUR SUMMER FUND RAISING EVENTS!
Warden House Primary School Fete, 
Saturday 21st June, Birdwood Avenue, Deal CT14 9SF  11am-2pm. 
Awareness Campaign, Cuddle Corner & Tombola.
Staple Country & Craft Fayre 
Sunday 22nd June, The Recreation Ground, Staple CT3 1LB  11am – 2pm.  
Cuddle Corner & Awareness Campaign.
Ascot Race Day
Saturday 19th July, in the garden of Manston Village hall, from 2pm. This time we are working alongside the charity Manston Village Hall Improvement Fund and the profit is shared 50/50. This is by ticket only at £5 each. There will be a BBQ, bring your own drink, although there is a “donation bar”. Tons of fun and big cash prizes available! Posh hats and frocks girls and boys, this really is one not to be missed. Tickets are available now from the shelter.
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ANNUAL OPEN DAY AND FUN SHOW, Sunday 3rd August

It’s the highlight of the year, and this year it is on site at April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue, Thornton Lane, Eastry, CT13 0EU.  The Open Day will include an Agility Arena, free health checking, Shop, BBQ, refreshments, games, stalls and a Fun Show which starts at 1pm, rosettes and trophies to be won!  An Open Day Schedule will be sent to your email address and any questions can be emailed to aprillodgeguinea@aol.com.
Parking is available around the village and any overspill is available at John Reeves lorry yard nearby in Heronden Road.  There will be plenty of parking marshals around to help.  
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OUR NEW MISSION 
You have all worked alongside us as we relocated the shelter and built the new shelter, and we are hugely grateful for your support! Our new mission is to replace the old secondary building which was a concrete block garage; for the first couple of years we used it while waiting for planning permission and raising funds for our new shelter which is now fully functional. The garage has since been insulated, electrics installed, a new window, new guttering and downpipes added, plus a dividing hay store wall, interior door and a replacement front and back door. It also has blackout blinds and mesh door (for hot days). However, it has seen better days! We estimate that it has around 10 years of life left in it and it will take as long to fund a replacement building, because the vast majority of our income is used to care for the animals. However, watch this space!
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Thank you again for all that you do to support April Lodge. Hope to see you all soon!

The next edition of Jeepers Squeakers is due in September.  We look forward to any articles you may like to forward for inclusion in our newsletter.

IF YOU DO NOT WISH TO RECEIVE OUR NEWSLETTERS, PLEASE TEXT THE WORD “STOP” TO 07790684888                                                   

April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue


Thornton Lane, Eastry, CT13 0EU





Tel: 01304 617075/07790 684 888   


Email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com


Website www.aprillodge.co.uk


www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea





Daily opening hours: 10am-Midday 











