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JEEPERS SQUEAKERS!
Newsletter Edition No. 6 - March 2014 

by Val Savage (Charity Founder & Health Advisor)
Hello to friends old and new, 
Firstly, we hope you have recovered from the worst of the winter weather.  Like many others, the shelter did not have any power on Christmas day. However, the rescue guinea pigs were all ok as the weather has not been cold and the shelter is insulated.  Apart from their usual care, they all enjoyed some little treats dropped in especially for them on Christmas Day! Since then, we have had a couple of small landslides at the back of the shelter. If anyone can give advice with this problem, please contact us!
THE CHARITY’S 10TH BIRTHDAY! 

This is our 6th edition of Jeepers Squeakers and coincides with the charity’s 10th birthday which was on 17th January 2014.  Ten years down the line and 1,500 unwanted guinea pigs later, we are delighted to tell you that most went on to live in loving, caring homes.  Over the last ten years, the charity has funded training for some volunteers, enabling us to provide a welfare clinic for all guinea pigs.  We also operate “The Guinea Pig Shop” on site, where all the profit goes into the charity and a boarding facility, the proceeds of which also go to supporting the charity.  Apart from funding the shelter which houses up to 62 guinea pigs, the charity also funds our guinea pig hospital with accommodation for 9 and our retirement home in Herne Bay where another 15 elderly guinea pigs live out their days in comfort.  The charity also funds any required veterinary care for our 15 older guinea pigs which live with foster carers. 
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BOOKS AND CALENDERS
I’m sure you will be interested to hear that the book “A Guinea Pig Nativity” which we have been selling in our shop and features six rescue guinea pigs was the best selling book in Waterstones over Christmas!  

We are currently in touch with a publishing company regarding a delightful children’s book Stanley gets a Guinea Pig which is very focused on the care of guinea pigs from a child’s perspective.  This could be part of our range, as early as April!
And for this Christmas, we hope to compile an April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue 2015 calendar featuring rescued guinea pigs and their stories. We are always interested to hear your views on our ideas and any ideas you may like to put our way!
THE APRIL LODGE
Part of our product range is The April Lodge Hutch designed by Val Savage who founded the charity back in 2004. It falls in with the RSPCA 2007 Animal Welfare Act by offering 8 square feet of floor space. There is no wasted overhead height and a flat roof ensures they are perfect for stacking. These hutches are suitable for indoor or outbuilding use only. They are now on the production line at The Hutch Company in Canterbury and are on sale from the rescue at £65 each. The April Lodge hutch would benefit from being off the ground with a floorless nest box in the bedroom end. 
The April Lodge displaying easy access to a stack of three…….
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Hutch review by Kevin George of Ashford:
We were visiting April Loge for our four guinea pigs’ check-ups and noticed the wonderful hutches the Charity was using. We asked if we could order two. With the weather being awful of late, these spacious hutches would be ideal. We undercoated and top glossed them as advised by the staff to keep them easy to clean. When we put the guinea pigs in they ran around for ages like teenagers being let loose!  Screeching with pleasure! Next time we went to April Lodge we explained how delighted we were with our new purchases, so thank you to the team at April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue!
FACEBOOK 
In December, Gill, one of our committee members was contacted by a young lady called Lucy Fa, who is known to Gill. She wanted to know if we would like her to raise funds for the charity. Lucy has previously raised funds for Kent Air Ambulance, The Wisdom Hospice and Redwings Horse Sanctuary as well as other registered charities. Naturally, we agreed and the fundraising began in earnest on 1st January.  We are delighted to announce that in January alone, Lucy raised £155 and in February, a further £120 was raised for the charity with a weekly online raffle, donated products for sale and a monthly online guinea pig show, so why not come along, join the group and see what a wonderful job Lucy is doing. Send a pic of your guinea pig for the online show, win a cash prize on the raffle or grab a bargain from some splendid donated goods.  Whichever it is, you will be helping the charity in its conquest to carry on giving care and shelter to unwanted guinea pigs..  The group is called “Raising Money for April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue” https://www.facebook.com/groups.718064574870764/?ref=ts&fref=ts
Naturally, we would like to say a BIG thank you to Lucy for her amazing fundraising!
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FUNDRAISING EVENTS 
Sunday 15th June – Awareness Campaign at Staple Country Fayre 11am – 4pm
Saturday 21st June – Warden House Primary School Fete in Deal. 11am – 2pm
Saturday 19th July at 3pm - Ascot Ladies Day at The Races ...so bring your posh hat along!  This time we are working in conjunction with Manston Village Hall Improvement Fund and the proceeds will be shared 50/50.  It will he held in the Gardens of Manston Village Hall.  As many of you already know, lots of fun, big cash prizes, raffle, BBQ and Licensed Bar.  Tickets - £5 each.  
Sunday 3rd August

***

Open Day & Fun Show
 10am-4pm
Saturday 29th November – Guinea Pig Rescue Race Night at Manson Village Hall
Further details on all events will be displayed on our website www.aprillodge.co.uk and our Facebook page. 
COLLECTION POTS 
We have an issue with our collection pots in finding good locations for them.   We like to place them on supermarket check outs, vet surgeries and petrol filling stations.  Can you help? 
VOLUNTEER VACANCIES 
We have vacancies in the South Canterbury area for occasional pre-adoption Home Visitors. We need reliable mature adults with transport and training will be given.  Can you help?
SPRING GRASS AND BLOAT WARNING
As we are on the cusp of finally seeing some luscious Spring grass, please be aware that guinea pigs going onto this grass who have not been accustomed to it are at risk from “gassing up”.  Guinea pigs cannot be sick or belch, so a build up of gas can be fatal, culminating in a complete gastric torsion.  We would advise you to limit their time on Spring grass until they are used to it, starting off with one hour and building on that over a few weeks.  You could put your grass run half on concrete or a patio and half on grass, so their intake is limited.  Should you witness a miserable guinea pig with a fluffed up coat, maybe facing the corner of the cage, maybe tight round the belly and not eating, they need attention immediately from a vet or you can find advice on the “medical” page, under BLOAT, on our website www.aprillodge.co.uk or email us on aprillodgeguinea@aol.com 
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Reader’s Story on

A first time adopter’s experience
“Harry and Ron, a Magical Adoption”
by
J. Porter of Sandwich

It seems that in some small way, guinea pigs have featured consistently in our family life while our children have been growing up.  Trips to visit a good friend have always been accompanied by some excitement as it meant meeting the guinea pigs which were always endearing and affectionate little creatures.  It was only recently following the acquisition of the coveted “Caring for Pets badge” by my eldest at beaver scouts that I finally thought that the children were at a stage where we could invite an animal other than a goldfish into our home, dearly loved though our fishy friend is, not surprisingly, the guinea pigs were top of the list.  And so to April Lodge, the “guinea pig rescue”.  It is well known and supported by our friend and so it was only natural for us to look to them first as we were, in the vernacular, “guinea pig newbies” and would need all the help and guidance we could get.  We had already found a lot of valuable information on the April Lodge website on how to care for a guinea pig and on the Adoption Procedure and we still refer to this today on feeding and keeping the perky little chaps healthy, happy and well entertained but a visit is clearly the best way to benefit from the experience of the centre.
It always seemed to me a sad state of affairs that such a thing as a guinea pig rescue should be needed, but it clearly is as it currently the home to around 60 unwanted characters.  What struck us on our first visit was that each one was known by name and individual character by Val and her staff.  It is a small observation but indicated the care and commitment shown.  The animals health and wellbeing being paramount, as it should be.
Our first visit will be memorable to the team, as we arrived en-masse one morning with four over-excited children with eyes like saucers delighted at meeting each new furry face that greeted them.
This was a very important visit as we saw first hand how to handle the animals and how to ensure the younger children were properly supervised so that the guinea pigs were safe and at ease at all times.  We have the security of knowing that when dealing with April Lodge, we could always refer back to them throughout the guinea pig’s lifetime, for support and advice, from medical check ups to the all important day to day care as well as supplies, which also helps to support the charity. The staff were very patient and gave us plenty of time to meet a number of different animals which was important as whoever ended up coming home with us was to become part of the family and even at an early stage you can sometimes begin to sense a possible bond with a creature.  We went home not having made a choice but decided to get our home ready with a hutch and run and to benefit from a home visit from April Lodge prior to taking the plunge.  
And so it was, having passed muster, that the guidance of Val, the two boys, Ron, a rather striking burnt orange Abysinnian; and Harry, a wonderfully scruffy, long haired Peruvian (I leave it to you to guess the magical inspiration for their names!) returned home and promptly disappeared to the far corners of their hutch and were rarely seen in the first week or so. They were rather shy and a little suspicious of us. But over the weeks, the care and love shown has begun to be reciprocated in a way that surprises. They are both really quite at home now and seek our company when the mood takes them and they have lost any over-caution to our presence.  They tumble and play happily.  
Val’s insight has brought us two very affectionate and gentle little souls who are perfect companions and well suited to being with the children too.  I must admit that I never saw myself as particularly soft on animals, being a rather straight forward person myself not taken to anthropomorphise animals, but when the children are in bed and my wife is busy on some project or relaxing in the lounge, I sometimes sneak Harry out of the hutch and sit with him on my lap. I feel quite definitely happy (is it ok to have a favourite? I hope Ron doesn’t mind) and I sense that he just might be feeling rather happy too.

***
AND FINALLY…
A quote between two volunteers whilst hutch cleaning one cold, January morning. They are discussing the shelter’s entrance door which was not closing properly and had been waiting for a repair, since before Christmas…. 
Val:   “Good news Jan, the builder’s coming today to fix the door”.
Jan:   “Hoooo-ray!”
Val:   “Oh, do you know him?”
Right on cue, Ray the builder, turns up in his van to fix the door……..

Next edition of “Jeepers Squeakers” – June 2014

Please contact us if you have a Readers Story or ideas for newsletter articles.

Thank you.
If you do not wish to receive our newsletter, please text “STOP” to 07790 684 888 or email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com 

April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue


Thornton Lane, Eastry, CT13 0EU





Tel: 01304 617075/07790 684 888   


Email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com


Website www.aprillodge.co.uk


www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea





Daily opening hours: 10am-Midday 











