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Jeepers Squeakers!

Newsletter edition No. 13 – December 2014 

Val Savage (Charity Founder & Health Advisor)

Hello and welcome to the Christmas 2014 edition of our charity newsletter!
The new shelter opened over two years ago now and in that short time we have seen around 20 unwanted guinea pigs passing through our doors each month. As usual, there are more guinea pigs coming in than going out and now – with Christmas almost here – the breeders will be busily supplying pet shops for the Christmas rush. The main market is to sell baby guinea pigs to parents wanting them for their children as a Christmas present. 
It’s not for the profit made on the baby guinea pigs you understand; the profit margin is fairly small with the baby guinea pigs literally eating their way into the profits on a daily basis. Plus there is plenty of grief later if the sexes get “muddled up”; it’s all about selling the accessories: the hutches, runs, food, treats, toys, etc. The baby guinea pigs are really just there to make sure you buy the other products.  
From January onwards we are inundated with calls from irate parents asking us to take in guinea pigs. These are the same guinea pigs which were begged for before Christmas and in which the children have now lost interest. There are often varying degrees of neglect in these circumstances; the worst being when the parents decide that because the children refuse to care for the animals, they will do the same in the hope of forcing the children to step up to the mark. As the children are usually not moved by their parents’ tactics, the victims of this scenario are of course the guinea pigs.
If you know anyone thinking of doing this for their children at any time of year please remind them that “the children have lost interest” is the top reason by far for guinea pigs being unwanted, unless the parents are going to be heavily involved in the animals’ care. Taking on an animal of any sort is a lifetime commitment and, if you have young children, you should bear in mind that ultimate responsibility for the animal’s welfare rests with you.

The KM Mercury: Deal, Sandwich and Dover
This local newspaper had kindly included a two-page spread featuring April Lodge and detailing why people should consider adopting unwanted guinea pigs rather than buy from pet shops.  A link to the article is on our Facebook page, Twitter and our website.
[image: image2.jpg]



Where your donations go!
We are hugely grateful to the very many people who make donations to April Lodge and who support us through using our Boarding facility or by purchasing items from our shop. All of the profit from these activities is invested back into the charity. 
A brief account of November’s expenses is below, so you can see exactly how we have used the funds. 
	Item
	Cost 



	Hay, Readigrass, and vegetables    
	£234.67



	Deposit for further groundwork in car park to provide

extra parking space                                                      
	£375.00                                                              



	Stationery and office equipment 


	£17.84

	Toiler cleaner                                                              
	£10.00



	Equipment      
	£26.30



	Retirement Home Expenses                                         
	£61.21



	Vet and Meds                                                               
	£109.65



	Total    
	£834.57




We have also had further expenses to explore the possibility of connecting the shelter to mains drainage. We are always thinking of ways to improve the quality of care we provide and this is a good example of the ongoing development work we do.
Your support enables us not only to continue our work but to expand and extend our activities. At this time of year, we are needed more than ever and we are here for animals in need every single day of the year, including Christmas Day. 

If you would like to make a donation to support our work, visit www.aprillodge.co.uk or send a cheque made payable to April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue to Thornton Lane, Eastry, CT13 0EU. 

Foster care
Sadly, we do not have enough adopters or foster carers.
Foster care is when the guinea pig is deemed not suitable for adoption. This may be just because of his age or he may have a minor medical problem which is easily treated. We are looking for kindly people with loving, understanding homes to look after our older guinea pigs, most of whom are truly delightful. We do operate a retirement home in Herne Bay but our guinea pigs for foster care are not quite ready for that step, at present! When a guinea pig is fostered, he is still owned by April Lodge. We would expect to see them back at our clinic at least four times a year for free welfare checking and if there is any required veterinary care needed, which would be with our vet, the charity pays half towards any costs. The charity also promises to take back any guinea pigs that – for whatever reason – the foster carer is no longer able to keep.
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Chaos

Chaos arrived three months ago along with a companion, Starsky. Within days, he was split up from his companion as they were fighting and causing injuries to each other. On arrival Chaos had a significant head tilt which became worse when stressed. This is often caused by an untreated ear infection.  
He had several weeks of treatment and, although his head tilt improved, he still remained looking positively curious as he peered from beyond his hutch with that head tilt of his.  Now we are in trouble as he is aggressive with other boars. It’s probably fear displaying itself as aggression but we are reluctant to have him neutered (we could have then paired him up with a female) because he may be at risk from the anaesthetic with his condition. So what to do?  
A perfect solution for Chaos would be a local foster carer with time, patience, no other pets, an indoor enclosure and lots of love to give. Chaos has improved hugely since being at April Lodge which is mainly down to a volunteer named Pam who cuddles and fusses over him at every visit. 

Here is the sweet little bundle looking as bright as a button.  He is after all only a year old.  Question is, where is that special person to take over from Pam?
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Christmas market!

We have loads of Christmas treats in stock for both people and piggies, so please do call in any day between 10am and midday for all your piggy presents!  Note: we do not have a cash card machine yet.
Thank you for all your support in 2014 and we look forward seeing you next year!
Best wishes for a very happy Christmas and peaceful New Year, from all of us at April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue

If you no longer wish to receive our newsletters, please email aprillodgeguinea@aol.com.  Thank you.

April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue


Thornton Lane, Eastry, CT13 0EU





Tel: 01304 617075/07790 684 888   
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Website www.aprillodge.co.uk


www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea





Daily opening hours: 10am-Midday 











