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Jeepers Squeakers!
December edition No. 17

By Val Savage (Charity Founder and Guinea Pig Health Adviser)
Christmas boarding update: we have a few spaces left for piggies that would like to join us for the festive period. Boarding includes a free welfare check and we also provide optional spa treatments; a relaxing massage with essential oils, a warm bath, optional trim & blow-dry all for £15!
Miracle Freddy

Jo Wash
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On 28 October we were told that a cat had caught a baby guinea pig – the lady who had found him knocked on neighbouring doors to see if anyone had lost a baby or knew where it had come from to no avail – and she phoned April Lodge to see if we could help. Val called me with the lady’s details and I arranged to pick the baby up later that day, planning to take him to April Lodge when I went in the next day. When I arrived, carry box in hand, I could not believe my eyes. There, snuggled in a tea towel, was the tiniest little ball of fluff I had ever seen. It was clearly a newborn, not even the size of the palm of my hand. How it had survived thus far was a miracle; I say “it” as Freddy, as he came to be called, was too tiny to determine his sex at that stage.
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After calling Val with “You’re never going to believe this…” I took him home, knowing that feeding him was a priority. He weighed just 57g; I syringe-fed him evaporated milk and water and he took it no problem.  The poor little mite was clearly starving. Texts were frantically being sent between me, Val and anyone we knew with experience of hand-rearing babies. I put his photo on the April Lodge Facebook page and we were quickly offered a foster mum who had sadly lost her babies the night before. She was from the other side of Kent but arrangements were made and she arrived at my house that evening. It looked promising and she fed the baby whilst on my lap  I did this twice more and left them to it, hoping against hope that all would be well in the morning.

It wasn’t; she was clearly not interested in feeding him. She kicked him off, moved away and then began to chase and nip him. Still he followed her in the hope of getting milk but a decision had to be made, and I stepped in and started to hand rear him. Two-hourly feeds, night-time included, was a daunting thought but he was such a little fighter that I was determined to do what I could. I weighed him daily and his weight began to creep up, a few grams at a time. I have to say a huge thank you to Gill Thompson, whose advice and knowledge was invaluable when I was at a loss to know what to do for the best.  
I had put a few photos on our Facebook page and Freddy began to get quite a following.  There were a lot of offers of homes for him but, needless to say, he has stolen our hearts and is going nowhere!  
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Freddy has gone from strength to strength and it was soon clear that he was big enough to have a companion.  Once again Gill stepped in, offering a beautiful boar she had taken in some time ago, who was in need of a companion. The introduction went smoothly; Ellis is the perfect piggy in every way!  He is calm, friendly, accepting of Freddy climbing all over him, and nothing seems to bother him. It feels like he has always been here – as does Freddy – though it has only been four and half weeks since I knocked on the lady’s door. If I had known that it would have resulted me adding a further two piggies to the nine I already have I might have thought twice about it!  

Who am I kidding? I wouldn’t change a thing.
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Carla and Butter: A bumpy start!
Jo Lockett 
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Many introductions are straightforward; others are fraught with aggressive and strange behaviour. It’s easy to understand why lots of owners find this process upsetting and step in to separate the pair, believing that it will never work out. It’s usually boars that are tricky but sometimes the pairing of older sows can get nasty before it gets better. Nothing demonstrates this more than the recent pairing of Carla and Butter!
At five and six years old, they were both set in their ways and territorial. Carla (black and white) was living in an almost feral group of six un-handled sows where she was the bully. She had a nasty wound on the back of her neck, and lice. Butter (cream, white, brown crested) was living alone, but apart from a fungal skin infection, seemed happy enough and ‘bomb proof’.  

They needed several weeks of treatment before being matched so lived in separate cages in the same room where they could smell and hear each other. The next step was to swap them into each other’s dirty cages so they could get the scent of each other. This caused lots of teeth chattering, tossing hay with their noses and generally being uneasy with the new smells. For outside grass time, they went into separate runs with a closed connecting door so had clear visibility of the other. Although they seemed oblivious, I suspect they weren’t and finally the day came to open the connecting door…
[image: image13.jpg]



Within seconds, Carla headed straight for Butter. I’d been warned to look out for certain signs: teeth chattering (yes), exaggerated yawning which shows off the teeth to the opponent (yes from Carla), rumblestrutting and swaying of the rump (yes), noses in the air side by side (yes) but I hadn’t quite been prepared for what followed. 

Carla mounted Butter and clamped her teeth onto the scruff of Butter’s neck. They became two fur balls locked together, rolling around on the grass. Fur tufts from Butter went flying. Then they’d separate for a bit of grazing before posturing again, more rumbling, mounting, nipping, and rolling around. Although upsetting to watch, I figured I’d started this so had to see it through to the end. Importantly, no blood was drawn so they had to be left to establish who was boss. 
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After several hours it still wasn’t over but the weather had changed; time to take them inside into the indoor pop up run (aka ‘The Arena’) which had a good layer of hay in. If ever there was an example of why the bigger the cage/enclosure the better, this was it. Lesson learned: don’t put anything in with them that has a dead end, like a wooden house or nest box. It was this last point that tipped things over the edge. Carla backed Butter into a wooden house so she was trapped, with no escape. In the flurry of fur and teeth it got knocked over. But it was the turning point. 

Butter finally turned and pursued Carla relentlessly for several hours until eventually I heard what I’d been waiting for: the submission whistle. Carla stopped in her tracks, lay down and her cheeks whistled hard in out, as if she was blowing up a balloon. 

I timed it. They started at 8.30am outside, moved into the indoor run at 4pm and the submission whistle came at 7pm.   

They spent several days living in the indoor run rather than in the cage so they had space to get away from each other and could settle down. It took over a week for Carla to stop submission whistling every time Butter came close and Butter occasionally reminds her that she’s boss, but they now happily share a cage and a carrier. And the breakfast bowl….. 
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Tom and Stuart: a match made in heaven?
Katherine, Isle of White

I adopted Tom first, a beautiful tri coloured boar from a large pet store on June 14 2015. I had an integral hutch and run made for him for outside and an indoor hutch for inside overnight use.  

Despite being told that he would be OK on his own, I thought that he looked sad and bored. That's when I contacted April Lodge for advice about integrating him with another piggy.  After reading the very useful advice sheet that they sent me and after lots of research online, I decided that getting Tom a cage mate was the right decision. 
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So I adopted Stuart, a much smaller black and ginger boar from the RSPCA.  I collected him on 14 September, after he had recovered from being neutered and microchipped. The poor chap was apparently a stray; he didn't smell very nice and had a coat the texture of a Brillo pad! 

Adopting Stuart meant getting another indoor hutch and outside run as I had to keep the piggies separate but within sight and smell of each other. 

In the evenings they had floor time in the hall, separated by covered wire 'fencing'. 
They could touch noses and there was plenty of rumblestrutting and hip wagging by Tom! Stuart would raise himself up on his legs and put his hackles up. There were plenty of other noises as well, some of which I read about online. This process went on for about a month until 13 October, when I was brave enough to take the fence down. I sat – nervously – observing, with a towel in my hand ready to throw over them if they started fighting. I did use it once, but I think I was being a bit hasty and overprotective! 

A few days later, under close observation, I put them in an outside run together. There were a few lively moments but no fighting! 
I also bought a Palermo rabbit hutch, a spacious two-storey hutch with cover. It sits on my patio, so that the piggies can still go outside in this horrible weather! The boys are getting on well apart from the odd scrap. Stuart’s coat has transformed into a beautiful, soft fur with a lovely sheen and Tom is as handsome as the day I got him. The integration process was time-consuming and took effort, but was worth every moment! 

April Lodge note: some fights can result in serious injury which could incur costly vet treatment.  However, in our experience fighting to this extreme is unusual.
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Ensuring our future
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You have probably heard us mention from time to time about replacing the secondary building known as The Lodge. Usually visitors don’t enter this part of the charity and it’s a quieter area for recuperating guinea pigs. But nevertheless it’s in a bad state of repair, complete with resident mice we’re sure, gaps in the roof, poor lighting and storage and ill-fitting windows and doors. It desperately needs to be replaced. You can see from the outside alone the difference between the lodge and the ‘proper’ part of the shelter. It is now in a bad state of repair and needs to be replaced but we are a long way from completing this project. We need plans; local authority permission and consent; a biodigester for waste water and the £25,000 we need to raise to complete this project. 
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So, instead of dreaming of a white Christmas we are dreaming of a new shed - hopefully sometime next year - with a real toilet instead of our lovely portaloo, a guinea pig bay for post-surgery residents, introductions etc. and we hope to install an office and laundry so the charity can continue successfully and independently into the future. 

Updates will be available on Facebook, Twitter and the website in due course.
www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea

www.twitter.com/GuineaCharity
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Our guinea pig shop now supplies the complete range of equipment including cosy sacks, cuddle mats, boredom beakers, treats, indoor hutches and cages with accessories both 4ft x 2ft.  We also stock pop-up indoor runs as well as 5ft x 3ft outdoor runs and piggy ceramics as well as a host of other equipment, the profit of which goes back into the charity. 

We also have very large plastic indoor cages in our shop measuring approx.. 4ft x 2ft. These are the perfect size for housing two guinea pigs inside during winter. They come complete with a nesting shelf and ramp, two feeding dishes and water bottle. They are very easy to clean, with a wide-opening front and the top cage part collapses down for easy storage when not in use. At just £65, we are able to sell them considerably cheaper than high street retailers.
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Christmas: the perfect time to say THANK YOU!
To the animal carers who continue to care for and nurture our residents and encourage them to trust humans again, and to all the guinea pigs who give us the chance to do so. 
2015 admissions to date: 109

2015 adoptions to date: 79

Guinea pigs in long term foster care: 20

Retirement home residents: 18

Guinea pigs currently at April Lodge: 50

To the Guinea Pig Sponsors who have helped enormously in funding any required veterinary treatment and medication.

www.aprillodge.co.uk/gallery
To the Hutch Sponsors who have helped fund the accommodation by having a plaque with an inscription mounted on one of our hutches in memory of their little friend(s)

www.aprillodge.co.uk/support/hutch-sponsorship
To “Support Adoption For Pets” and the “Jean Sainsbury Trust Fund” for their valued donations. 
To all the members of the Secret Santa scheme. You have sent our older residents some wonderful Christmas presents! Find out more at  www.facebook.com/guineapigsecretsanta

To all who have donated items to April Lodge via our Amazon Wish List at www.aprillodge.co.uk/support/wish
To all our adopters who have stepped in to give unwanted guinea pigs a second chance in life!
To our amazing long term foster carers who choose to foster older rescue guinea pigs giving them that special one-to-one care in their twilight years.
www.aprillodge.co.uk/guineapigs

To everyone who continues to make donations helping to fund the charity on a day-to-day basis. As a registered charity your donations are eligible for Gift Aid which adds an extra 25% to every donation at no cost to you.
www.aprillodge.co.uk/support/donate

To all our social media followers who have shared our many ups and downs throughout 2015
Twitter: @GuineaCharity

Facebook: www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea

And finally, to everyone who has supported and helped April Lodge in so many different ways, helping it grow into what it is today and hopefully to continue into the future: A peaceful, caring and safe refuge for the many unwanted, dumped, abandoned and abused guinea pigs that pass through our premises….
Thank you and Merry Christmas!
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If you wish your email address to be deleted from our mailing list, please let us know at aprillodgeguinea@aol.com 
April Lodge Guinea Pig Rescue


Thornton Lane, Eastry, CT13 0EU





T: 01304 617075   


E : aprillodgeguinea@aol.com


www.aprillodge.co.uk


www.facebook.com/aprillodgeguinea





Daily opening hours: 10am - Midday 











